On this page you will find some Finnish words translated and explained. Finnish is such a different language from all other languages. All these signs along the road without understanding a word! It would leave you puzzled for days, if it wasn't for our list!




Make sure to learn at least these ones by heart, or just print them out. 
What does it say on that sign next to the road?

Grilli - Snack bar

Herneitä - Peas, sold in their pods, in summer often sold at stands. Finns eat them as a snack, raw from the pod.

Hotelli - Hotel (that was the easy one!)

Huoltoasema, huoltamo - Garage, service gas station. In Finland the biggest gas stations are ABC, Shell, Neste, Jet and Teboil. The bigger places serve warm lunch, coffee and pastry. Finns sometimes go there to have lunch only.

Jäätelö, Jätski - Ice cream. You see it everywhere during the summer.

Kahvi, kahvio, kahvila - When you want coffee this is the place to stop. Finnish coffee and tea is offered here, usually with something small to eat.

Katukeittiö - No nonsense food place, often opened at lunchtime. Not a big menu, just simple and very nice, typical Finnish food.

Keskusta - The city center. Many tourists were amazed by how many cities are called Keskusta.

Kielletty – Forbidden

Kirkko – Church

Kirppis, kirpputori - Flea market. Finns are crazy about them!

Kukkia – Flowers

Leirintäalue – Camping

Mansikka, Mansikoita - Strawberries. There are stands next to the road. And sometimes you have the possibility to pluck the strawberries yourself on the farm.

Markkinat – Fair

Nähtävyys – Sight

Pehmis - Soft ice

Pysäköinti – Parking

Pysäköintimaksu - Parking fee, usually at the sign above the machine where you pay your parking fee.

Tiekirkko - A church open for sightseeing, often with a guide.

Tietyöt - Road works

Tori - Market, marketplace

Uimaranta - Beach, place to swim 

You have found that place to eat, and then?

Hampurilainen – Hamburger

Kotikalja - Malt beer, non-alcoholic, depending on the recipe it can be sweet or less sweet.

Lounas - Lunch, varies from 10.30h to 16.30h. Note: Finnish lunch is a warm meal.

Maito – Milk

Makkara - Sausage, when in Finland you should try at least once this 'Finnish vegetable'.

Piimä – Buttermilk

Pulla – Coffeebread

Ranskalaiset perunat - French fries. 'Kaikilla mausteilla' means 'with everything on it'. 'Everything' is: pickles, onions, mustard and tomato ketchup. It is amazing, try it! 

At the gas station

Itsepalvelu - Self service Kortti - Card. At gas stations you can pay with Finnish bankcard or the membership card of that gas station. Sometimes credit cards are not accepted! So when you are from abroad without a 'kortti', you might need to find another station. Seteli - Bank notes. When you see a sign 'setelit' at a gas station it means you can only pay at the machine with bank notes. You have to enter some bank notes first before you can fill up your car. In the evening some gas stations close their regular pumps, leaving you with only the seteli or kortti pumps. That is for security. You can go inside and ask them to open a normal pump for you. 

Other places you might want to recognize

Alko - The place to buy liquor and wine.

Apteekki – Pharmacy

Kauppa – Shop

Lääkäri – Doctor

Leipomo – Bakery

Lentokenttä, lentoasema – Airport

Pankki - Bank. There are lots of them in Finland!

Otto - ATM's in Finland are called Otto. With a foreign bankcard you should use the yellow slot to enter your card. You can choose the English language.

Poliisi - Police station

Posti - Post office

Puhelin / puh. – Telephone

Ravintola - Restaurant, the more fancy kind.

R-kioski - Store or stand selling newspapers, candy, softdrinks

Sairaala Terveyskeskus - Hospital. For minor things you go to terveyskeskus. With more serious things to sairaala. 

When not travelling by car

Juna – Train

Liput – Tickets

Lipunmyynti - Ticket office

Rautatieasema - Train station

Taksi – Taxi

VR - Finnish railways 

At a store

Asiakaspalvelu - Customer service

Auki, Avoinna - Open / opening hours

Kappale / kpl - Piece, per piece

Kerros / krs – Floor

Sisään – Entrance

Suljettu – Closed

Työnnä – Push

Ulos – Exit

Vedä - Pull 

The days

Maanantai / ma – Monday

Tiistai / ti – Tuesday

Keskiviikko / ke – Wednesday

Torstai / to – Thursday

Perjantai / pe – Friday

Lauantai / la – Saturday

Sunnuntai / su – Sunday

Arkisin / ark. – Weekdays

Opening hours are often displayed as follows:

8-20
(8-16)
12-16
The first stands for the opening hours during weekdays, the second on Saturday and the third on Sunday. This is also the way to show when road signs, like 'no parking' are valid. It is the easiest to go to a supermarket and not try to look for a bakery, butcher or store where they sell only vegetables and fruit. Probably there is none. Supermarkets are usually noticeable from big colourful flashy signs along the road. Big supermarket chains are for example Prisma and Citymarket. 

How to choose confidently the right door

WC, Vessa – Toilet

Naiset = N - Ladies

Miehet = M - Gents
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